Homily ¢iven by Chet Adams of Detroit, f Tichigan, at the Holy Mass in honor of the
Venerable kaoteri Tekakwitha ot the shrine of the North american Martyrs, Auries-

New \oxk on Sunday, September (rui L)(s,
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and for mony centuries before that, there lived in the buune

siiud Mohnawl Valley a proud and noble people=- the iohwwk Indions, the most power-

ol and prestigious nation of one of the most formidable Indian confederaciecs Lo

cmerpe on the americon continenb: the [roquois League or Confederacy, lounded u-

der the leadership ol the legendery lHiawatha. This Unijon wos forged oul of the

51x neighboring nations: the Senecaes, the Uneidas, the bohawks, the Onondagas,

the Gayupas, nd the Tuscaroras. lhey established a centralized governing body

ol constitutionally defined powers, nd renounced war belween themselves. and cone
sidered an attack upon one of them as war with all under a united command. o

1 the 17th Gentury

The Iroquois were Lruly the Romans ond the Greeks ol the New Wordd. They ruled
Jmoc L halt o conbinent of Tndinas, nd ployed wn astuibe polilical, diplomotic,
‘nd gtratesic bodonce=ol=power game in bhe conilict between their ailies: the
buteh ond the rnglish, and their cenenmdces: the Freanch, the Hurons and the ddgonquings.
JL is dndeed a tragic chapter in ihe history ol our naticn that these Indions bee
me povms in the strupggle between these foreign powers for the possession of
their very own londs. The battles were many, furious, 'nd bloody. Prisoners were
taken and tortured by both sides, una entirce villages were pillaged -and destroyed.,

''he Iroquois outfought their enemies for many years, however eventually they ucre
overwhelmed by the irench, and they sued for pcace. OUne of the conditions imposed
by the Prench on them was accepltance ol the Black itobes, priests of the Jecuitl
Urder, who would atlempt Lo convert them Lo Christianity.

‘mong these holy men were: Father lsane Jogues; lene Goupil, o Jesuit brother
doctor—-surgeon; nd John Lalinde, & layman. lor thelr zcolous missionary worlk,
for their compassion in minislering to bhe bodily and spiribucl needs ol their
red brothers, they were rewarded with nariyraom. “They became ‘merica's firs

414 Whiis tock place belween Lhe years of 1oje ond 1646 upon the halloucd

Soints.
furiesville, New York, lormerly the site ol ihe Mohawk village of Osscre

grounds ot
nenon.
dere, ten years after the death of St. lsace Jo ogues, God's hand reached down i1om
i1 fertiilived by his and the s
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as "the Lfairest flower that cver

Heoven and planted a lovely Lily upon the so
his companions. she is revered by her peop

bloomed amongst redmen',

Her nome is Koterd Tekakwitha, ond she is known throurhout the world as "ldily
the Hohawks"., Tekakwitha means , "noving all things before her”, and, "Putting oll
things in order",

hateri was born in 1050, a daughter ol o Mohawk chiel; and a Christian Algonquin

71

mother, who was boken captive Ly the MHohawks in a raid.
in 1660, when Kateri was four years old, a1 epidemic oi smillpox sweplt throurh
her villare, »nd wiped out her entire Lrmily, and altl wwrh she survived the ravage,
it left her with impaired vission, wd o pockmarked face ror 1ife.
1

ohe was adonted by her paternal uncle, o bell icerenlt chio L'y who was most 11111f1“,r‘11cij

"

Lo Lhe Jeouldbs, e deprived hoter’™ o vavlisw and the prractice of her Laith so uha

she vas noi bueptized until she wos Lweniy .

:L *hv Prench; and thedir Cemadion Indion ol lies destroyed nateri's
cu oon vhe Louuvn bk of the Fonowk Hiver. The survivors

v Lase on t?e porth bauk of the itiver at vhat is now Fonda., licw Yerl,

Lt owes here thot the Chapel of ot, Peter was built, wnd Kateri was baptized in it

on wasver ounday, April Lo, 1ovo.

aesisting bl oriers ol marriare, Koteri led o goind Ly ond examplary lile, minister—
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I~ to the needs o Lhe sick and the aced, assisbine thg priiests, tecaching: chilaren,

~nd sultering mach abuse from her Lribeswen, 5o bhob dn Lo7 she was forced to lec
4 2 v Ty 5 - T aaIon Nt (3 i el e \ ey oy R . . Sy ' ) 1
Lo the Indian rission ot La Prairie neor uonuze@L, Linadi, some 300 miles away.

in a letter which our Princess Hoteri core ivom her conbe 3sor Mather De Loanberville

to Mather reter Cnolenec at the iiission of Su. rroncis, Cather De Lamberville Vrote:
"rou will soon knew whiat a treasure we have sent voub" MOE th he was, indeed
o great uos her sanctily during life that her fellow Indians vractically wors ruocu

vile very cround she walked on. .nd althoush 2iling, hateri imew that she could r'ind hape
piness only in makine others happy, by doing wood unoeJLLthy. She gloried in the
2xercise ond vroctice of her Faith. She knew that there was so little time left ol

her life, and so ruell to do. She knew thal it did not mabber in God's eyes as Lo how
wany yesrs she would fiill her 1ife with, but rather how nuch life she would iut into
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17, 1680 of the Holiy Week that the soul of om lovely Iily Loft her

It was on April
body, exhausted by illness and pergonal sacreifticn,

fovors, cures and mivacles hove been abirilbmbed to har "‘;NMT:[’"(‘-F“:‘::"“Uh, cha Mrsd
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culousity that it seemed Lo refllect the brillis rodisanee and splendor ol Hee
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Her holy remains are enshrined in the heouwiiful T‘ndl,:m Misguen Chureh of5b. Fran-

cis xovier at Caughnawapga, Canada, w
saint of our Church. She h'zs 7
on January 3, 1943 Pope Pius

Wil be declared

sowsrd bt roal ween
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o ner Venerododo.

1t is interesting to note a2 paralle! between Kaberi and snother youns woman uvho
became o grest saint dn our times, but soms 200 vears atber Lateriis !;qujt,n. 1Loam
Theresa, whe wobbic lowne ol Jesus, who upon her deaihbed o

St

relerr-ing Lo Saint
the are of <l promised: "I will ;wnu Ty rl{:-awm doing good upon mervch. 1 oshall el
{271 from leaven a shower of voses. Mv work bocivng alber desth,” '

ol tears uore:

Venerable Kateri T@kalﬂ»il wrs laslh words o she Jofb this vale
"Lowill love you all in Heaven. I will ypeay Por you, and T will help you. Jesas,
I love Youl™ She, ‘l;oo, was only <y when she died. i

St. Theresa is venerated
(mr Princess Katerd 1s s

! snd g oA patroness ol the missions
Walling,.ee. 9 "Lody In Walbing as the talo J*‘:»t,m-r

Laniel Lord, S.d. wrote after o viagit fo her resbing pil . ohe is sbill wadbiong
Ffor a call to the Altar. She needs our nelp, our pravers, oo airvacleg. e neod o~

teri, fmerica needs Kateri as a saint of our own,

Do vou realize that this great couniry of ours is one of the | nations on bhe
face of the marth that does not have o nabron saint of 1te own? Une bord here Urom
amongst us? On our fmerican seil? Yas, we nove ‘mosican sainbs, but not one of
wes born here,

senlptor John angrel ror'?‘r"g donprs ol Saint Pawrick's G-

Lhedral in New fork City: 3@
ut . Patrick, saint of the Irishj; Mother Cubrini, Italian; Mothor' Seton, an Anglo-
Sovong and, then there is Katbes Ltha, an American lodian, btut noi a3 yelb
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Wi dewichs 5L, Looac dogues, o Fronchnea;

n ‘v'ljs sculpture John ingel tried to poriray ihe cosmopoiilbun chrracter ol the
viiarch in Anericas that imerica 15 o m:!_pin;; pob ol peoples whe came to hor choros
'rmu:t‘r',},r n body and spirit, seeking Irecden, ond o purcuiu of happinesss ohal, bl
Chareh ds o aygreless mothor (,nd Leacl

bure i‘bs«a.u' the whole idea of Lhe Body oi Chvist moving and
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Wy or bl men; and bhato God o has ol inbo Lio-

Kine Locoiber,

amploinent and e
from Lihve Church on

Should not the Church bestow upon hoteri b hais ol sainth
cornate this bhi nlf?n@'? Does noi, the ridved sicbes deserve
R fori lcoming 00th /‘;np'lvm'f:;ur'},r ol Uatidoentiood? America hao

Lrs support of bhe Univercal Church, aluys ready to come Lo the id ol Lihver Liely

rigver beet shiney 99

merica does need a s~inb of its own, a coint who will depict and portray oonr
ideals, and aspirations, snd our .wmarican way of life. Knteri's heroico) v
+ i
at
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Luons Mo £111s the mold for o trulyv erican sad

Born of strife, Kateri strove 371 her 1life Lo promot Love, peace and 'nderstanding.
Hiod, how mich we need 'h@r',, how much thoe woriid ncoeds her' mb reession belora God
o arent us the miracle of poace. Oui L1y neerchod ond prracticed Jove ol ftod and Moan.

npts world, and especilaliz ovpr youth, sorely need nodels of Love 1ike hers 6o Live by .

Kateri gsavoured MNature as Cod created ib, e need her plecding hefore our Creotor

Lo give hack Lo us our bilnn sicies, cicon i, green foro: aho, and clear waler, and
that, we noy once again experience the gyunas of silence. Thal bhe e Ny gbm;_nd once
wradin the sovnds and gichts of Uature, Lo soe ol Lo EhjoY. ‘ 1

7 Jear Jrdends, we need Kabteri before the bhrone of Cod Lo plead for 4he Corgiveness
ie grove sins ghich we bave comniticd seqdnsg our block brothers. iho \)}) mmhm
spesking ve(mif', the Orientils,.... Lot eapeciaily, the I[ndims: for l“ ding awny from
them and despoiling their lande, herdine thenm into reserv Liona, ond i {*;]"1(11;-:1,115: their
plight se grossly that even bod.wy poverty s thelr wov of » vother than the exceope-
Liong that she may help us restove Lo the ‘mericon Tndian his riphbeous honor, his
slory, and his proud heritape, ‘ '

We should hang our heads in shame and odmid. thet cur low ool f>[rv and Conservation
concepls are laking us baclt to the simple 1truuhs of tm LA PRt Amerdcans®y and
that they in facl and truth, were the ploncer ecologists of %;]:Lu, country, ‘L‘]te In-

dian had a respect bordering upon awe [or cvery citing he could sce, heqr or touch,




for the root of Indian ecology lay in his roligion. Land, wober, wildlide, trulls
and plants were gifts from the Great Spirii to be used with lhank fwiness snd lovin:

care.

s 1ife experience also baupht him the rirhiness ol harmony-ui th-No bure living,
wiilch gave him o sense of communi Ly respongibilily ana commmal ool (5

My Dear SBrethren, T could o on and on Lo Lol you ol the greatness of the Indinn
people, their contribution to our very ewxislence on this Conlinen o3 how bthey in
tact saved our pioneers irom storvolion and oline tion, and how we have deceived
curselves inlo the belici that we avre the supcrior race which brought civiliszauion
this Continent. "here wisn't mucn roc. concuering ol b
errly sebtlers. The vhile mon actually woved losh on anelens mdian tratls, It was
the ™dian vho tauglt the vhite man hew Lo naes, PLOLL end prentre Dohod In Wi now

wllderness done by bhiose

| et

enviromment. rerhaps it mav have been on Indisn who Cirst wuherod Lhoge vords ou

wisdom: "Sometimes vou can’t see the {oresh cor the breest’
I an certain that you hove heard these eselqmebions: “heytre movin ini Yhey're
movin in! there goes the neighborhood! Fretby seon the whole neishboriooed will

changel™

low well, and how true an imerican Tndian would have been should he hid paraphrased
this line with: "0, man, the while people arc moving into ovr red neichborhood!
Presty soon it will be 21l white!™ .nd whnt the while man did to the red neicrhbore
hood, (lod have mercy® Oh, ves, the white ma built Fortame:s rom the nabirol roe
sources of this country, lhrive Airoush such coeos Like dorthern et there
fre oacreg end acres, miles and wiles of troc stiups svanding ag mite snd silenc
momments to the millionsires who cul t,,w virein forests doum indicerimately,

ihe smog which we now choke on was nob cre: Lo by the Tndian pence pine, nor their
snoke sicnals. It is crented by smoke belchine b of the smoke stocks ol heavy 1
dugstry, ond from avto emission.
»o Lhe industry tycoons count thei: money, whdle many o poor Tudian lincers on At
Liie reservation, drownin~ nis ’p!iz 111‘ mnd desperehion dn cheap beor and wirlskey .,

T

Frovidentially, there is an n*mkmﬁ*nr" of eapsrisnees. Pather T. <.
L wrote in the "Courrier' of . inora, lNimesobar Y wave of guilt
itsell among Americanse suilt b(\,c::_zm,r; ol wh . we have done Lo bhe Indimg, bhat
Jrent but sorely tried humnn f'mi%' which we brubtally dispossessed and vhon tho-
roucnly demoralized over the last fow cenburies. Bul Cor never lorpot thom, ond
olreadr 300 years ago raised a hwible naid mone then o the heishts of sonctd 7.

Fer rociiim-

cnllestine

.ow three centuries later she again reappears on the scenc to pive conrage and ine
sp:m:ztlon to her fellow redmen as they ore Fepinning to strugcsle suc cesslully Tor
some measure ol justice in o land vhich procisiins that all mon are eoml bul docsn'
~lwars vractice 1tV
1t s said that the Indians are meeck and bocla i, tieakness is nol weokness. vhoe
truthy lies in exactly the opposibe direction, urvknr\,:—;r; L the bereible surongbh
found in a whipped and bloodied Christ on his Wy Lo Lalvary, when he uhisperoed:
“rether, forgive them, for ther know not whiab vy ao.® lnd, Christh srose fron
the dead on the third day!

‘fenerablie naterl Tekakwitho serves as o Symbol, not. just as o person, bub perhaps

a5 1 corporate person like ibrzham, and Like .,a,.)u:’,, amsell, to oswoken in hier oim
neople, and to awalen In us :'m aopreciation of Lheir culture cod their vorth., © Coel
Lbis is the houwr and the Lime lor our Li Ll Lb e tlme thel dod dn lide siodem s
rentness crant her the honors of is alears, se that she way beine not only honors
md plory to her people, hut mercy Lo akk ol us wio 30 shrmelessiv, snd sonobimes
ully call ourselves mericons.

shame

«¢ need another miracle, they tell us, to hnve our Katerl declared Glcssed. is ib
not. o miracle in itself that so nony off her advocates around the “orla honor ohis
nooT l"ndjvn maiden who died over 300 years a0, and who storm the mates of Heaven
with thelr prayers for her sainthood?

Imichty God, we beg You, nlease make our IAly ~ saint... soon .. Just like Your L0n,
desus did on the cross hen ile told the repentint thiel that he wvould be with Mim in
waven that day, douldn't thot be a Jorrous dav?

con'th you just see the smile on Kaleri's foce ns she looks up to the top of the noun-

Lain, ..... then beyond, ..... up to the Sunv?? 4.1 the way to the sones of
Heaven??? .... as she excloims: ”‘g\/ God, .... my tGod is beckoning me to siig
"Ltar: Tt is such a beautitul day! ind, at lon: lust, on this o iy,
b can see lFor.,.... ever!"
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